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Pictured is the Select Business
Associates of Ocala handing a check to
Corporal Gary Miller who is in Traffic
division. The person that runs the canine
divisionis Sargent Jeremie Nix. Nix was out
of town that day. Sgt Nix explains they
have 12 dogs and they do three different
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job. Six dog are in apprehension that catch
the bad guys up close and personal. 2 dogs
work at the jail sniffing for drugs, and 2
dogs are for detecting firearms at the
schools and public places. When we heard
last year we lost a dog we were hoping we
could help so we donated $400. | know it's

not much but maybe we can come up with
more later. If you want to help, make a
check out to Marion County Sheriff
Foundation note at bottom left Canine
unit.

BOI Filing

By TomL

Interesting while everyone is scrambling
to get their CPA or accountant or take the
time to follow the very easy to use a 25 page
instruction sheet on how to file the BOI,
because most of us received warning that if
you don't comply before January lst you
will be fined $500 per day. One company
made out pretty good they had a word smith
create and send out a notice that really put
concern into business peoples minds and
lives. They only wanted $256 by December
6thtofile.

I got busy asking for rulings on the filing
from Congresswoman Cammack
Team,Washington DC! I already filed my
LLC what is it for? I made a verbal
complaint sent emails asking for written
rulings. Congressional rep says she thought

Put On Hold!

it was just for non citizens. No one told 15
business people that because on the .gov
sight it still said it had to be filed. So I had a
friend that does some work for me, start
filing for the referral lunch club that is an S-
Corp. non profit Corp. I had gotten a notice
to file that also. The person filing called and
said she was answering the questions with
the information I had provided and when the
question was “did you file your LLC before
2024” she said yes, the whole block of the
rest of that section Black out. I think there
was something that said that we did not have
to file at this time. The filing status was put
on hold because of a lawsuit from the
Treasury Department. [ hope that came from
some of my efforts. Anyway I ask the person
filing for me to finish it if she could and send
the filing. Just to be safe. She could never get

a confirmation of filing. I would like to know
who started this when it is easy to tell when
the LLC was created.

My business LLC was created in 2016 but
[ had been in business a while before that. In
my business there is always someone
wanting to come after or challenge or
threaten to sue me. [ became a sole proprietor
for that reason. So my family would not be
attached to the business. It work so far most
aggressive actions have been taken just with
me. Most were handled quietly by the Sheriff
Departments in three County's.

My problem is there is only one way to tell
the story, that is the way it happened. So don't
say a thing that could get you in trouble. You
might have to live with it a long time.

This year it occurred Saturday,

1800s at Fort King

Step into the 1800s at the Festival
at Fort King! This two-day event
featured historic themed crafts,
games, workshops, activities, living
historians, vendors, food, drinks and
much more. The pinnacle of the
festival is a re-enactment of the event
that fueled the start of the Second
Seminole War.

Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 8, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
at the Fort King National Historic
Landmark. Watch for the nextevent...

Admission is free!

Event Activities: Cast iron cooking;
Canoe carving; Archery (Saturday Only);
Leather tanning; Combat demonstrations;
Seminole Artisans; Craft vendors; Pine
needle basket weaving; Living historian re-
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Ocala Metro CEP Announces

Departure of CEO, Appointment of
Search Committee

The Ocala Metro Chamber and Economic
Partnership (CEP) announced today that its
first CEO, Kevin T. Sheilley, CCE, has
submitted his resignation after 12 years. It
was simultaneously announced that he has
been hired as the new President & CEO of
the Charleston Metro Chamber of
Commerce in Charleston, SC.

Sheilley was hired by the CEP shortly
after it was formally created in late 2012
with the merger of the Ocala/Marion County
Chamber of Commerce and the
Ocala/Marion County Economic
Development Corporation. Over the last
dozen years, the organization led the
community's incredible economic rebound
and was named national Chamber of the
Year in 2020, a finalist for this award in 2017
and 2019, and Florida's Chamber of the Year
in2018.

“The Ocala Metro CEP and the
communities it serves have been fortunate to
thrive under Kevin's exceptional
leadership,” said CEP Board Chair Chris
Langley. “He will certainly be missed, and
the board wishes him well in this next
chapter of his career. The organization as a
whole is well-positioned to move forward,
and with a strong and capable team in place,
they will no doubt experience continued
success and even greater achievements
ahead.”

The CEP and its related entities today lead
the community's efforts at Business
Attraction, Business Retention,
Entrepreneurship, Advocacy, and Business
Services. It spearheaded both the recent
renewal of the Infrastructure Salex Tax and
the passage of the 2 Penny for Schools. The
organization also embarked on a nationally
recognized partnership with Lake County to
contract manage economic development.

Incoming CEP Board Chair Charisse
Rivers has appointed a search committee
composed of herself, three past Board chairs
(Doug Cone, Ken Ausley, and Angie Lewis),

Continued page 2
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CEP

Continued from page 1
long-time CEP Board Secretary and past
Chamber Chair Dwayne Carlton, and Board
Vice Chair Todd Rudnianyn. The committee
will be chaired by Cone and will conduct a
national search for the next President &
CEO.

Sheilley's last day with the CEP will be on
Friday, 31 January 2025.

About the Ocala Metro Chamber and
Economic Partnership

The Ocala Metro Chamber and Economic
Partnership (CEP) was created to be a one-
stop hub for the community's business
attraction, creation and retention efforts. The
CEP's mission is to be THE catalyst for a
prosperous community. The 2020 ACCE
National Chamber of the Year, the CEP has
directly impacted the announced creation of
more than 13,000 new jobs and more than
$2.3 billion in capital investment over the
last decade.

For more information, visit:
OcalaCEP.com.

Sunset Songs
Series

Date:01/08/2025 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location:Downtown Square, 1 SE
Broadway St., Ocala, Florida 34471
Music lovers of all ages will enjoy Sunset
Songs Series! This free concert series on the
downtown square brings you the best local
and regional artists performing funk, blues,
reggae, and country originals as the sun goes
down. Kick back and soak in the melodies
with the perfect Wednesday night activity. If
you love music and sunsets, the Sunset
Songs Series is for you! End your day on a
melodic high note at these not-to-be-missed
community concerts.
Monthly concerts September through
May featuring top-notch musical talent
All concerts are 100% free - just bring
your lawn chair or blanket!
Unwind and discover great new music in
a gorgeous outdoor setting
Grab a bite to eat at one of our many
amazing local downtown restaurants

Judicial Watch

Judicial Watch has sued for documents to
prove collusion between Fani Willis, Jack
Smith, Nancy Pelois, DOJ, FBI, about the
Jan 6th so call insurrection.

They were all targeting Donald Trump!
Some how a lot of this comes right back to
Fulrton Georgia.

There was collusion between the FBI and
the DOJ on the raid of Mar-a-Lago and the
Trump family. There was collusion between
the FBI and social media. Then there was the
Biden administration having Tulsi Gabbard
put on the terror watch list after criticizing
the Biden administration. Two whistle
blower Air Marshal's came forward, so they
pulled the Air Marshals from the border
duty. Well at least the Air Marshals did not
have to make sandwiches for the illegals any
more.

If you want to follow more of what is
going on read Judicial Watch by Tom Fitton.
There can of worms is just barely open,
massive information to come out!

OUT OF 5 STARS

Easily switch to a top -rated plan

We’re proud to offer you our Humana Gold Plus H1036-146 (HMO) plan,
which earned 5 out of 5 stars—the highest quality rating—from the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services[] It's available for a premium of $0.

And from Dec. 8 until the end of the following November, you could switch
to this plan during a special enroliment period. More stars in a plan’s rating
indicates higher quality and performance. Better care begins with listening
to the people we serve, and our Star Rating reflects our commitment to
doing just that.

Call a licensed independent sales agent

CHRISTINE CALVERT
352-572-8510 (TTY: 711)
8a.m.—5p.m.
Christine@medicarehealthplus.com

A more human way
H U m q n q » to healthcare™

* Every year, Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. plan
enrollment is based on eligibility and availability by location.

Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO organization with a Medicare contract.
Enroliment in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. Applicable to
Humana Gold Plus H1036-146 (HMO). At Humana, it is important you are treated
fairly. Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable federal civil rights
laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, ethnicity,

marital status, religion or language. English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak
English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call
877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). Espaiiol (Spanish): ATENCION: Si habla espaiiol, tiene a
su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia linguistica. Llame al 877-320-1235
(TTY: 711).Z 8P X (Chinese) & WMREFERAERPY  LAURERESESER
BR7 . sm2HE 877-320-1235 (EEHL&Z 711) .

Y0040 _GHHLFLRTE_24_AD_M




B—Kaevin Sheilley

OCALA/MARION COUNTY CHAMBER &
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

If you have
lived in Ocala for
more than a
decade, then you
probably know
our community's
story of bouncing
back from the
Great Recession
in 2007-08. If
you are newer to
the area since
then (and more than 100,000 people have
moved here over the last decade), it is
important history to know.

In the early 2000's, our community was
truly a boomtown. Everyone was a builder,
developer, or realtor and we were building
and flipping houses like nobody's business.
Unfortunately, it was nobody's business. No
one was actually living in many of the
houses, and we had stopped building a real
economy to support the growth. When the
Great Recession happened, arguably no
community in our country was more
negatively impacted than Ocala. Overnight,
the County and School System lost 40% of
their revenue, wages stagnated, and we
began a period of seven years of double-
digitunemployment. SEVEN YEARS!

Edward Jones

You don’t have to be a corporate type

The business community in partnership
with local government and education
partners made an intentional effort to turn the
tide in 2012 with the creation of the CEP
with the merger of the Chamber of
Commerce with the Economic Development
Council. While there were a number of
goals, the three top goals were to 1) to create
more jobs which 2) pay wages higher than
the current county median and 3) resulted in
the significant private investment in the
community.

Over the last 12 years, those goals have
been overwhelmingly met. Just through the
efforts of the CEP, more than 13,000 new
jobs have been announced in our community
from new and expanding primary
employers. Not only have we created more
jobs but the wages these jobs pay has
significantly boosted the area's median
wage. Over the last decade, the US median
wage has increased 44% but, in our
community, it is up 65%. The capital
investment by these companies into our
community exceeds $2.3 billion.

Some may ask why the last metric is
important. One, it represents dollars spent on
land, building, and equipment in our
community — dollars which are getting
turned over and benefiting other local
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businesses who in turn are spending those
dollars on additional staff, equipment, and
facilities. Perhaps more importantly, it
represents investments which lead to
increased tax revenue for local governments
without increasing property tax rates.

Our community has bounced back and
bounced back stronger from the Great
Recession. Staying focused on building a
diverse, sustainable economy has been the
key to our community's resurgence and must
continue to be the focus if we do not want to
return to the dark days of high
unemployment, stagnant wages, and lost
revenue.

CEP Receives
$5,000 Grant

Ocala Metro CEP Foundation Receives
$5,000 Grant from Papa John's
Foundation to Support Leadership Ocala
Marion Youth Program

Ocala, FL — December 9, 2024 — The
Ocala Metro Chamber and Economic
Partnership Foundation is excited to
announce that it has been awarded a $5,000
grant from the Papa John's Foundation's
Building Community Fund. This funding
will directly support the CEP's Leadership
Ocala Marion Youth (LOMY) program,
helping to keep participation costs
affordable while also providing scholarships
to ensure access for all students.

LOMY is a county-wide program that

brings together a diverse group of students
from both public and private high schools in
Marion County. Through a series of hands-
on activities, leadership workshops, and
community service projects, the program
helps students build critical skills that will
serve them throughout their lives. It also
encourages participants to develop a shared
commitment to the growth and advancement
of their community.

“Thanks to the generous support from the
Papa John's Foundation, we can offer more
students the opportunity to participate in
LOMY and develop crucial leadership
skills,” said Kevin Sheilley, President and
CEO of Ocala CEP. “This funding will
ensure the program remains accessible,
especially those from underserved
communities, have access to the tools and
experiences they need to succeed as
leaders.”

The LOMY program targets high school
students entering their junior year in Ocala
and Marion County. This demographic
represents a critical period in their academic
and personal development, making it an
ideal time for leadership and career
exploration. With approximately 45% of
students in the county qualifying for free or
reduced lunch, the need for programs like
LOMY is particularly urgent. Many students
face significant financial challenges that
limit their ability to participate in
extracurricular activities or explore potential
career pathways. Although LOMY is not

Continued page 6
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to like corporate bonds
BANK OF AMERICA

5.45

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Nick Navetta, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

814 E Silver Springs Blvd

Suite B

%

Yield
to call*

Ocala, FL 34470
352-629-2165

Next call 12/31/2027 @ $100.

Final maturity 12/27/2044

* Interest paid Semi-annually
AA- rated by Standard & Poor's

the bond.

CBD-1869J-A © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

* Yield effective 12/18/2024, subject to
availability and price change. Yield and
market value may fluctuate if sold prior to
maturity, and the amount you receive from
the sale of these securities may be more
than, less than or equal to the amount
originally invested. Bond investments are
subject to interest rate risk such that when
interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can
decrease and the investor can lose principal
value. Any bond called prior to maturity may
result in reinvestment risk for the owner of
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I: Tom Loury Tom Loury Long time member of CEP/Ocala Chamber of :I
Commerce, Past President of the Ocala Business Leaders and current member,
Co-Founder and past President of Select Business Associates, Past President
of the Lady Lake Chamber and current member. If you want to make contact
with the newspaper/Tom Loury email toury@att.net

PUBLISHER’S NOTES

By TomL

It looks like
everyone is getting in
the Christmas Spirit,
The Select Business
Associates a non profit
business referral group
has pledged some
help. Some of the
members have donated
to the Salvation Army 8 children shoes, new
clothes, under things and a toys for each
needy child. Select Business Associates is
also to donating for Canine bullet proof vest
for the Marion County Sheriff canine 's.
About $400 and we are setting goals to help
another charity in February. We are not a
fund raising group but it just happened that
way. They are a group of business people
who like to help people. If you would like to
become a part of the Select Business
Associates there are a few category's left
open. There is only one business per
category, no competition, no exceptions, the

membership has to be 100% agreed to
letting a new member in, by invitation only.
We have prayer and pledge to the flag at the
beginning of each meeting. The business
referral Associates empty the bank account
at the end of the year to help others. You can
see who is in the group by the Happy New
Years ad that is in this newspaper. If you
would like to find out more about the club,
call Tom Loury 352-804-1223

IWONDER WHY?

WHY do we put our worthless junk in the
garage and leave our expensive car outside?

Why does the big box store or Grocery's
store make the sick and elderly go to the very
back of the store for the bathroom or get
their prescription filled and they sell
cigarettes at the very front? Answer: so they
sale of have to be controlled cigarettes.

SETTING Goals for 2025

Be thankful for our GOD!

Be thankful for your family!

Newspaper Deadlines

Editorial & Ad Copy for February
Seniors Voice & Ocala DownTown

Believe in your country!

Be true to your beliefs!

Honor your mother and father and treat
them with respect!

Help other!

I don't understand why everyone is just
now opening their eyes about how the
COVID started. I print the story just as it
appears right now, years ago about some of
our leaders were sending money to study
COVID and the development of it in China.
They even went to the trouble of hiding the
facts by sending the money to a
organization, who then sent it to the
research in China. I received several
criticism, phone calls saying shame on me!
No shame on you for not listening then
checking it out! I also wrote a story about
all of the students that were coming here
from other countries to get educated and
then steal our secrets for their country. We
stood so proud that other countries were
sending their students to colleges here for
education AND NOW LOOK! They sent
professors who did not like America, now a
lot of colleges are corrupt with anti-
American foreigners. I say if they burn our
flag stop their college education give them
six months of detention and teach the
American history. If they fail? Give them
another six months, mean while their
education is on hold! If that don't work
deport them, for six months, if that does not
work YOUR OUT OF HERE! If you do the
above they won't be disrupting other
students education.

I think Trump should give the Biden's a
Christmas Present “A Uhaul truck”

People that get married and are in the
military. Their husbands and wives are
getting military allowance for them and the
children with free healthcare and many
advantages. If they get caught cheating on
the spouse while they are in the military cut
off the spouses funds. Tax payer should not
have to pay for a man or woman that is not
true while their spouse is serving in the
military! If they don't love them any more
fine say so don't sit there collecting my tax
money!

ONE MORE THING! The purpose for
the Constitution is to limit power of the
Government Not the American people!

Make your
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Noon, January 21st
Lady Lake Magazine & Village Spectator
12am, January 26th

Seniors Voice of Ocala/Ocala Downtown
Products of TomL Publishing, LL.C
P.O Box 1698, Dunnellon FL 34430

Publisher: Tom Loury
Phone: 352-804-1223 | Fax: 352-489-7208
Email: tloury@att.net

The "Ocala DownTown" (Newspaper) www.OcalaDownTown.com (Online Product) and the
Seniors Voice of Ocala (Newspaper) and www.SeniorsVoiceofOcala.com are owned and
operated by TomL Publishing LLC, a sole proprietor Corp. Its owners, editors, writers,
compositors, printers and publishers are not responsible or liable for typographical errors,
misinformation, misprints, and the like, unintentionally contained herein. All letter hard
copies or online received become the property of TomL Publishing LLC and may be
reproduced without further consent. All above are independent contractors.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR reflect the opinion of the writer, not the opinion of these
newspapers. Letters should be online typed and limited to 300 words or less. Letters must have
the written signature of the author and the current telephone number. Signatures for
publication may be withheld on request. Letters that are libelous, or considered in poor taste,
orare personal in nature, will not be published.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 1996. The contents of this publication are protected by the copyright
laws of the United States of America. Any reproduction in part or in whole is forbidden
without the express written consent of the publisher. Violators can be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

COLUMNS are the opinions of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
above named newspapers and online products. Writers are chosen to represent a diversity of
views on local issues. The editorial on page 4 is the opinion of the Publisher only.

Attention Advertisers!

All ads are 4 color! All ads Run of editorial Photos, clubs,
must be in PDF format Jpeg has events, etc, submitted must be
a tendency to get weak when in focus and clear. No
you change sizes. When you guarantees to get them in but we
send a PDF ad the fonts are willtry! TomL tosubmitadsand
embedded and will not change. news copy. email toury(@att.net

Tap Home Equity for Financial Security

Tuesday, Jan 7, 12:30pm
The Standard Coffee Lounge, 1552 Bella Cruz, The Villages

Register: 352-462-0636 - www.RMexplained.com
Wednesday, Jan 22, 12:30pm
Bob Evans, 360 Coleny Blvd, The Villages (near 466a & Marse Blvd)

Safely Apply Home Equity to Your Peace of Mind

Lunch provided with Reservation Prasented by

Call or Text 352-462-0636 Dan Kapellen

Oniine www.rmexplained. com NMLS 2302495

OPF‘-‘IM E PATH LENDING ~=, Certified Reverse Morigage
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od Bless our Troops -
Support Our Veterans
“We Endorse The Constitution
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Cannon Firing Notice

Continued from page 1 During the event, artillery

enactors; And more! volunteers conducted live cannon

Parking Information: Free firing. Residents inthe area may have

shuttle parking was available at the heard a series of rounds fired multiple

Duke Energy power line field, times throughout the day during the
approximately a quarter mile east of event.

| Glass Robms ‘«

Screen Rooms'"
Replacement Windows
Garage Screens

"OSWALD ALUMINUM
7821 W. Hwy 40 Ocala

www.oswaldaluminum.com
Do-It-Yourself Kits Now Available

LICENSED 5(C :
131149834 + INSURED naas FN - MY 4

If you are looking
to build your business,
be our guest.
6:45 AM - 8:00 AM at Ocala

Come to a FREE Breakfast Wednesday Mornings
and check out this PREMIER networking group.
WE meet at Ocala Golf Club (Muni)

3130 E Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, FL 34470

Ocala Business Leaders
352-502-3811
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Levin Insurance Services

Life Insurance from the BEST companies
Annuities, Long Term Care Insurance and more

We broker the best
highest quality policie ghout the USA.

ddie Levin, CLU,

46 year Lifetime Member of the
Million Dollar Round Table.

Call/Text 352 634 4793

INSURAN

LOuURY'S

LAND SERVICES LLC

352-427-24253

LAND CLEARING - SITE PREP - DRIVEWAYS

DEMO - DEBRIS REMOVAL - BUSH HOGGING
FREE ESTIMATES MARION - CITRUS - LEVY
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CEP Grant

Continued from page 3

free, the grant will help reduce fees and
provide scholarships, addressing financial
barriers that may otherwise limit
participation.

The support from the Papa John's
Foundation's Building Community Fund will
make a significant impact on the future of
Marion County's youth, empowering them to
become leaders who will contribute to the
long-term success and growth of the
community.

For more information about the Papa
John's Foundation and its commitment to
community development, visit Papa John's
Foundation.

About the Ocala Metro Chamber and
Economic Partnership

The Ocala Metro Chamber and Economic
Partnership (CEP) was created to be a one-
stop hub for the community's business

attraction, creation and retention efforts.
The CEP's mission is to be THE catalyst for
a prosperous community. The 2020 ACCE
National Chamber of the Year, the CEP has
directly impacted the announced creation of
more than 13,000 new jobs and more than
$2.3 billion in capital investment over the
last decade.

For more information, visit:
OcalaCEP.com.

About the Ocala Metro Chamber and
Economic Partnership Foundation

The Ocala Metro CEP Foundation is a
not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) organization that
supports programs and initiatives to grow
talent development, promote
entrepreneurship, and cultivate leaders in
the Ocala Metro.

To learn more, visit FoundationCEP.org.

Antinque Soﬂy__es_ for Sal

Three plctures on the left are Anthue
wood burning stoves. Need cleaning &
stove black paint. Not pictured is antique
stove square front. I think there are

threaded pipe- fittings & assorted other I

heaters - 1 kerosene and 1 propane buddy.
Far right picture is a six foot outdoor
heater. Call Tom 352-804-1223

Serving Communities in Marion, Lake & Sumter County Florida

iiﬁ%
Tmublishmg e

tIoury@att.net | 352-804-1223

Read Online:
TomLPublishing.com
VillageSpectator.com

OcalaDowntown.com
LadyLakeMagazine.com

SeniorsVoiceOfOcala.com

The Rotary Club of IMPACT Ocala
proudly welcomed four esteemed
professionals into its membership during
an induction ceremony held on December
5 at the Midtown Station in Downtown
Ocala. Jennifer LeBrecht, of Thrive
Home Therapy & Design, Mehul Patel,
with HCA Healthcare, David Shults,
from Northwestern Mutual, and Sam
Cone, from Cone Farms LLC, took their
pledges to uphold the values and mission
of Rotary International. The ceremony

Four New Rt_a|1'ians Inducted

David Shults, Jennifer LeBrecht, Mehul Patel, and Herb Silverman

=y I’
was conducted by President-Elect Herb
Silverman, with members of both the
Rotary Club of IMPACT Ocala and the
Rotary Club of Ocala-Sunset in attendance
to celebrate this significant milestone.
“This induction is a testament to the
strength and commitment of our growing
Rotary family. These members bring
diverse talents and a shared passion for
service that will undoubtedly enhance our
impact,” stated

Call/Email Tom:
352-804-1223
tloury@att.net

E
GIVE

sSupport the heART
of our community.

mcaocala.org




Profound Relief For Cancer
Patients Facing

(NAPSI)—According to the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), more than two
million new cases of cancer are diagnosed in
the United States a year. If you or someone
you care about is among them, take heart:
These days, the vast majority of people with
cancer survive the disease.

What You Can Do

There are several approaches you can
take, the NIH goes on to say, to combat
cancer. These include: chemotherapy,
hormone therapy, hyperthermia, immune
therapy, photodynamic therapy, radiation
therapy, stem cell transplant, targeted
therapy and surgery.

What About Side Effects

While side effects can vary with treatment
and patient, it's not uncommon for cancer
patients to develop mouth sores, dry mouth,
oral pain, and ulcer.

Fortunately, ioTech International has
developed an advanced oral rinse called
ioRinse MR™ specifically to provide
substantial relief for cancer patients whose
oral symptoms affect their quality of life and
overall comfort, and impose a significant
costburden.

Leveraging ioTech's proprietary
molecular iodine technology, ioRinse™ MR
offers a pleasant taste and provides
immediate, lasting relief without causing
tooth staining.

Transformative Relief from Cancer
Treatment Side Effects

“Chemotherapy and radiation therapy can
cause painful mouth and throat ulcers so
severe that eating, drinking, and speaking
become incredibly difficult, often
necessitating feeding tubes,” explained Dr.
Herb Moskowitz. “ioRinse™ MR provides

Oral Side Effects

a major benefit by supporting healing and
providing instant relief while rapidly
mitigating the severity and duration of these
oral mucositis symptoms, enabling patients
to resume their daily activities.

“We're thrilled to offer ioRinse™ MR to
support the well-being of cancer patients,”
added Dr. Moskowitz. “ioRinse™ MR
stands for Maximum Relief, aptly named for
its breakthrough effectiveness in managing
the painful side effects of chemotherapy and
radiation therapy. This product underscores
a commitment to enhancing the quality of
life for those who need it most.”

Oncologists and dentists who have
recommended ioRinse™ MR to their
patients report dramatic results. “Typically,
patients find ioRinse™ MR more effective
and faster acting than any other product
they've tried,” Dr. Moskowitz shared.

Among the benefits of ioRinse™ MR are
the following The rinse is:

e Safeandeasytouse

e Tested and proven effective in providing
substantial relief from mouth sores, dry
mouth, oral pain, and ulcers

» Not a cause of microbial resistance, non-
staining and pleasant tasting

» Cost-effective preventative care

» Along-lasting breath freshener
Learn More
For further facts, visit

www.iotechinternational.com or call 561-

509-0205 Ext. #5.

Save Your Life
On The Road

(NAPSI)—The next time you're
commuting to work, taking the family on a
road trip, or even just learning to drive,
chances are you'll be sharing the road with
large trucks; fortunately, there are safe ways
todo so.

Sharing the road means also sharing the
responsibility to drive in a way that keeps
everyone safe. Poor driving habits or
driving while distracted puts everyday
drivers, truckers and others such as highway
maintenance workers at risk.

So how to coexist safely?
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Try These Tips

Tip 1: If you can't see the truck driver,
they can't see you. Can't spot the truck driver
in their side mirror? This means you're
following too closely in the truck's blindspot
and need much more space. Keep a safe
distance (the length of half a football field)
between your car and a truck.

Tip 2: Be patient. Many trucks have a
speed limiter that prevents them from
traveling more than 65 miles per hour.
Tailgating won't make a truck driver go any
faster and instead puts you both in
dangerous positions.

This tip also applies to trucks making
turns or backing up. Many cars try to
squeeze past or around a truck when the
truck driver needs only a few seconds to

complete a maneuver. The truck isn't
leaving a lane or space open for other
drivers—it's leaving room for the back
trailer to follow. Why risk injury or damage
to your vehicle when it only takes a few
seconds for a truck to clear the intersection
orenter a loading dock?

“I've had incidents where I was backing
into a loading dock and a car drove down
into the dock and out again just to get around
me,” says Tom Blad, hardware technician at
Trimble and former truck driver. “Simply
because [ was going to block their path for
three or four seconds.”

Tip 3: Spend as little time driving beside
a truck as possible. Traveling alongside or
pacing a truck can be very dangerous due to
the risk of a tire blowout—either the truck's

Continued page 12
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Your partnership in the CEP & an
iftvestmert ift your business and

your communify. By taking advantage

of e CEF's many programs, avents;

il senvices availabie exclushaly 1o CEF
parirem, we ara panfidant that vau will find
& substantial retiem an your CEF investiment.

BENEFITS OF
PARTNERSHIP

INVEST.
ENGAGE.

Ready to Move Your Business Forward?

Jennifer Macdden, Directar of Partner Relations
152.629.8051 lennifer@OcatalER com
Visit ws onfine at www. OcalaCER.com

* Exclusive Categories One Per Industry

* Dues are $40 a year and you buy your own lunch.
* Nonprofit Group
* New membership takes 100% approval by members
* No texting & no messages

The Club Meets the 1st / 3rd / 5th Wednesdays
at Mojo's on HWY 200
Call Tom Loury 352-804-1223

Healthcare Insurance Christine Calvert Kathleen Boglin  Legacy Builders
Nick Navetta Edward Jones Tamara Hutto

Eddie Levin Life Insurance Sue Fullerton Travel

Elaine Maiellaro Fair Tax Connie Pendleton Business Broker
Ron Hipner Kangen Water Grace Vazul Grace Vazul

Frank Turner Promotions Tom Loury Digital Newspapers
Walter Krumm Walts Brake & More
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FAIRTAX

As we celebrate with loved ones and
enjoy the many blessings of the holiday
season I look forward to the challenges of
the upcoming new year. One of those
challenges of course is the enactment of the
FAIRtax.

With the inception of the Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), many
citizens are beginning to take notice of our
national debt. As I write this article, our
national debt has passed the $36 trillion
mark and is increasing by the minute
making it the 3rd largest expenditure of the
national government behind only
Medicare/Medicaid and Social Security.
Since the S&P downgraded our debt rating
in 2011 from AAA to AA+ we are now
spending $1trillion in interest alone. By the
way, our national debt in 2011 was $14.8
trillion. We have more than doubled that
debt since then. Let that sink in.

Since the topic of debt has received some
recent attention, let's see how the FAIRtax
would effect the national debt. Although the

FAIRtax only effects inflow and not our
out-of-control national spending, it will
nonetheless lead to the decrease of the debt
in three ways: tax evasion, economic
expansion and transparency.

Tax evasion:

The FAIRtax is estimated to reduce
illegal tax evasion by 90%, relative to our
current income tax system, almost erasing
our annual budget deficit. For 2023, the
deficit was $1.7 trillion and our annual tax
gap (taxes that should have been collected
but we're not due to evasion) was $1
trillion. Although there is evasion in any
tax system, the collection configuration of
the FAIRtax changes everything. The
FAIRtax is collected by the retailer, passed
onto the state and then passed onto the US
Treasury drastically decreasing the number
of tax collectors (retailers rather than
businesses and individuals). The IRS will
no longer be necessary and will be
eliminated.

BUSINESS

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHER
PERMIT FOR
SHALOM PARK.

J Photos D

Professional Photographer

C KAY JOHNSON

THE LADY WITH THE RED CAMERA!

EMAIL: CKJPHOTOS 13@YAHOO.COM
PHONE: 352-299-3870

FACEBOOK.COM/ CKJPHOTOS 13

(LEAVE A MESSAGE)

Economic expansion:

Decades of research has strongly
indicated that the FAIRtax would result in
increases in real wages, disposable income,
consumption and the US GDP. The
FAIRtax would increase the tax base from
$5 trillion to $9 trillion, with no exclusions,
exemptions, deductions or loopholes. With
a 0% corporate tax rate, the incentive to
hoard trillions of dollars offshore will
evaporate and will come rushing back to the
US. The criminal underground economy as
well as illegal aliens will finally pay their
full federal tax burden as they consume at
the retail level just like the rest of us. The
trade deficit will also shrink when
American goods are no longer burdened
with the approximate 22% imbedded cost
generated by our current income tax
system. The resulting surge for American
goods will lead to more good paying jobs.

Transparency:

With one national FAIRtax rate and
prebate schedule, any changes to the tax
system will receive unprecedented
sunlight, scrutiny and public interest. A
great deal of the smoke and mirrors of our
current income tax system will vanish and
only true federal spending will be at issue.
All of this results in a perfect incubation
chamber for reducing the national debt. The
FAIRtax will increase Treasury receipts
and, by default, bring forth the greatest
amount of sunlight to our federal spending.
This will undoubtedly lead to a significant
curtailment of our run-away federal
spending and our ballooning national debt.

For more information please go to
FAIRtax.org

LD ABREA

Read the
paper
online!

tomlpublishing.com
then click on
back-issues

Wantto Kil he Deth Tax?

Only the FAIRtax can
Pull the Trigger!
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services to children and adults with intellectual disabilities. )
PARTICIPATE ¢ VOLUNTEER ¢« COACH - DONATE * BE A FAN M A R K I I
specialolympicsflorida.org + (800) 322-HERO Join us at the Ocala Downtown Market (ODM) to purchase

a diverse array of products from farmers, artisans,
craftspeople, food trucks! A true destination location,

Special ﬂlelﬁ.
(1]
U RS

YEARS

TOGETHER WE CELEBRATE.

Providing free year-round sports training, competition and health

ODM is set just blocks off the Ocala Downtown square, in
a beautiful open-air Market Pavilion. Besides permanent
roof cover the facility it also has large overhead fans,
restrooms, a nearby ATM, and water fountains. The
Market Pavilion is also available for rental.

CEP

You can help
create great
futures by
sponsoring a child

to attend the
Boys & Girls Club
of Marion County.
PO Box 4109
Ocala, FL 3448
352-690-7440

Interested in becoming a vendr?
Visit www.ManageMyMarket.com

www.bgcofmarion.com

Love is just a leash away!!

The HEMC iy here for vou and the animals who
depend or us, We wanted fo share thal we will
comtinue 1o be herd fo halp wmwanted pets duving

] this pande mic while following all Marien County
atrdd Floricda state guidelines.
s situation is constantly changing, we ask that you contimae
to visit our Shelter using the safery guldelines in place.

How can you help?
SEE ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN i e o o o s ek o 10 g s o S e RS,

Masks peeuired please! IF you need help keeping yvour pet with vour durdng dhis time, our Happy Paws food

VOLUNTEER WITH HABITAT T

Volunteer: A small puomber of volunieers have retumed to help mvarlons deparmmengs, We are
accepling volunteer applications ut do not yet know when we will schedule ortentations for new

vohmteers. Flease conitact 11s for more mformation about volimieering. We are currently working
on & digital orientation.

Opt 1o adopt; According to the Centers for Disease Control and the Wozld Health Orgamization, there is

e evidence that compardon andmals such as cars and dogs can spread the virs that causes COVID-19.

Donate: We know there is a lot of uncertainty right now but hoeneless and umvimted animals s6ll need
CONSTRUCTION, HabitatlforHumanitylof{ManonlGousity] l.ﬁ.ﬂ]]{:m{e&;}} h;lll.‘; ?wgﬂmmw Soclery of Marion Conty 5o we contmue our lifesaving work and make
thiem feel safe el

HELP BUILD A HOME! HELP WITH VARIOVUS
BVILD DAYS ARE EVERY TUES. RETAIL TASKS
THURS. & SAT. FROM FLEXIBLE SHIFTS AVAILABLE
7:30AM-12:30PM MON-SAT/8:30-4:30

TO VIEW OUR CURRENT
CONSTRUCTION SCHEDVLE, VISIT m
HABITATOCALA.ORG

HELP WITH VARIOUS

. . awafival dvmre, foodf ard’ sfelter to ovmad i el
mm_r.u;ru.ralm caifrewal, Dk vow for caring

HABITAT EVENTS THROUGHOUT
WE OFFER THE YEAR INCLUDING THE Sees AR (NN
COMMUNITY STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL & e R
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*RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY*

TYLERESTARR
IVOLUNTEER{COORDINATOR

BERTES
ATIHABITATOCALATORG] TSTARROHABITATOCALA'ORG




Page 10, Ocala Downtown/Seniors Voice - January 2025

B— FROM THE DESK OF

ATTORNEY GENERAL MOODY

B
' Attorney General
Moody Urges
Floridians
" Traveling for
| Holidays to Be Safe
and Never Drive
While Impaired
TALLAHASSEE,
Fla.—In recognition
of this National
Impaired Driving Prevention Month,
Attorney General Ashley Moody is urging
Floridians to be safe and never drive
impaired. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration's latest
nationwide data reveals that someone
dies in a drunk driving accident every 39
minutes — that's about 37 people every day.
During December, drunk driving accidents
increase. Last year, there were 507

alcohol-impaired crashes in Florida
during that month alone — more crashes
than any other month. Attorney General
Moody is sharing tips with Floridians on
how to stay safe this holiday season.
Attorney General Ashley Moody said,
“In December, there is an increase in drunk
driving accidents. These accidents ruin
lives and can destroy families. The good
news is they are 100% preventable. It's
simple, never drink and drive — instead,
designate a driver, or use a ridesharing
service. Follow this simple advice and we
canall enjoy a happy, safe holiday season.”
Attorney General Moody recommends
following these tips for safe travels this
holiday season:
Do notdrive under the influence or
permit others to drive under the

Your

influence;

Establish a designated driver, call a
cab oruse aridesharing service if planning
to drink alcohol,;

Fasten seatbelts when driving or
riding ina vehicle;

Avoid distractions, especially
texting, while driving; and

Beware of the increase in impaired
drivers — especially at night.

Since 1998, The American Automobile
Association's Tow to Go program provides a
free, confidential ride service to impaired
drivers and their vehicles, available to both
AAA members and nonmembers on most
major holidays. For more information on
Tow to Go, click here.

Mothers Against Drunk Driving is an
organization with a mission to reach a future
where there are no more victims of drunk or
drugged driving accidents. The MADD
website is full of statistics, solutions and
helplines for Floridians.

AG Moody's Statewide Prosecutors
Obtain Arrest Warrant for Attempted
Felony Murder Charge Against Routh for
Roadway Tragedy

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Attorney
General Ashley Moody today obtained an
arrest warrant for attempted felony murder
against Ryan Routh, the would-be assassin
of President Donald J. Trump, for a traffic
accident that gravely injured a six-year-old
girl after he chose to flee the scene.

Attorney General Ashley Moody said,
“Under the leadership of Governor
DeSantis, we vowed to bring transparency

65

and accountability to the investigation into
the second assassination attempt of
President Trump. Despite the federal
government frustrating our efforts, which we
continue to challenge in court, we found that
Mr. Routh's actions caused catastrophic
injuries to a six-year-old girl.

“My heart breaks for the child and her
family, and while we continue to seek justice
for President Trump, we will fight just as
hard to ensure Mr. Routh pays for the tragedy
his criminal actions brought on this Florida
family.”

Governor Ron DeSantis said, “The
federal government has stonewalled
Florida's investigation of the Trump
assassination attempt at every turn, and I
appreciate Attorney General Ashley Moody
and her team for plowing forward despite
such resistance.

“The tide will turn on January 20th and we
fully expect that the federal roadblocks will
be removed. The would-be assassin needs to
face the full force of justice, and the people
deserve the truth about the defendant's
history, motivations and plan.”

On Sept. 15, after being spotted by U.S.
Secret Service members, Routh fled Trump's
West Palm Beach golf course, traveling by
vehicle northbound on Interstate 95. Martin
County Sheriff's Office deputies followed in
order to stop Routh. During the
apprehension and arrest of Routh, a car
accident occurred that caused serious
injuries to the young victim.

In September, Governor DeSantis ordered
the state to investigate the criminal
violations surrounding the failed
assassination attempt. Since that time, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation has
consistently frustrated and opposed the
state's investigation and refused to share
evidence, leading Attorney General Moody

3

to file a federal lawsuit against U.S.
Attorney General Merrick Garland on Oct.
23.

Despite the FBI's and Department of
Justice's attempts to frustrate the state's
investigation of the assassination attempt
itself, the state has nonetheless been able to
investigate and identify other crimes
committed by Routh on and around Sept.
15.

Today, Attorney General Moody's
Statewide Prosecutors sought and obtained
an arrest warrant for an attempted felony
murder charge against Routh pursuant to
Section 782.051, Florida Statutes. The
basis for the arrest warrant is that Routh
committed an enumerated felony—here,
domestic terrorism—and that felony
seriously injured and could have killed a
six-year-old girl. The charge carries a
sentence of up to life in prison.

To obtain the warrant, Attorney General
Moody's Statewide Prosecutors submitted
an Affidavit and Complaint in Support of
Arrest Warrant. The affidavit, which is 18
pages in length, details much of the
information Attorney General Moody's
team uncovered regarding Routh and the
events of Sept. 15. To read the affidavit,
click here.

While the FBI continues to frustrate state
investigative efforts, Attorney General
Moody will continue fighting in court to
vindicate the state's authority to enforce its
laws.
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B— FROM THE DESK OF

GOVERNOR DESANTIS

GOVERNOR
RON DESANTIS
ANNOUNCES 176
SCHOOLS, 5
DISTRICTS EARN
THE PURPLE STAR
SCHOOL OF
DISTINCTION
DESIGNATION

PANAMA CITY,
Fla.—Today, Governor Ron DeSantis
announced that an additional 176 Florida
schools have earned the Purple Star School
of Distinction designation for their
extensive support of military families. There
are now nearly 400 schools throughout the
state that have earned a Purple Star School
designation. Additionally, five school
districts have earned the Florida Purple Star
School District designation established this
year. The five school districts awarded the
Florida Purple Star School District
designation are Bay, Brevard, Citrus,
Okaloosaand Santa Rosa.

“We encourage every school in the state to
strive to better serve military families and
earn the designation,” said Governor Ron
DeSantis. “I am proud to recognize these
schools and school districts for their efforts
to support our military families and earn the
Purple Star designation.”

“Congratulations to the schools earning
the Purple Star School of Distinction
designation,” said Commissioner of
Education Manny Diaz, Jr. “Thanks to
Governor DeSantis' unwavering
commitment to our servicemembers, these
schools are going above and beyond to
support our military families. This
designation will go a long way toward
guiding veterans and military families
through the challenges they face.”

To earn the Florida Purple Star School of
Distinction designation, schools are
required to maintain the following:

A military point-of-contact to serve as a
liaison for military families;

A school webpage for military students
and families that includes specifically-
focused resources like academic planning,
transition planning, and educational
opportunities;

A student-led transition program to assist
military students coming into the school;

Professional development training for
staff to identify and respond to the needs of
military families;

5% open-enrollment seats for military
students and families; and

Three elective opportunities to further
support military families, such as
participating in a service project to connect
the school with the military community,
hosting an annual military recognition
event, or offering a JROTC program, among
others.

The Purple Star School of Distinction
program was established by the Florida
Legislature in 2021. In the first two years,
nearly 200 schools completed all the
requirements to earn the Purple Star School
of Distinction Designation. All Florida
public schools and private schools
participating in state scholarship programs
are eligible.

The Purple Star School District program
recognizes districts that overwhelmingly
support the unique needs of military
families, help military-connected students
navigate critical challenges, and provide
resources for military-connected students
when transitioning to a new school

N
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environment.

Governor Ron DeSantis has supported
active military and veteran families through
numerous initiatives and legislation,
including:

Investing in the Heroes in the
Classroom Bonus Program through the
signing of House Bill 1035 to provide a one-
time sign-on bonus to retired first
responders and veterans who become a full-
time classroom teacher;

Establishing the Collegiate Purple Star
Campuses Program to support military
members, veterans and their families while
they are attending a Florida college or
university;

Re-enacting the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military
Children to ensure a smooth transition for
children of active-duty military families by
streamlining school placement, enrollment,
records transfers and verification of
graduation requirements;

Signing Senate Bill 896 into law to
create the Military Veterans Certification
Pathway to help veterans access jobs in
education by allowing their military service
to count toward the requirements for a
temporary educator certificate under the
mentorship of a certified teacher;

Allowing state agencies to substitute
military experience for postsecondary
education, so that veterans can use on their
experience to apply for upper-level civilian
positions; and

Facilitating college credit for certain
military experience to recognize the value
of education and training received while in
the service.

For more information about the Purple
Star designations and a complete list of
schools, visit

https://www.fldoe.org/schools/fa

mily-community/activities-

programs/parental-
involvement/purple-star.stml

FLORIDA AGAIN SHATTERS
TOURISM RECORDS; POSTS
HIGHEST VISITATION NUMBERS IN
STATE HISTORY IN 2023

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Today,
Governor Ron DeSantis announced record-
breaking visitation numbers in 2023.
Tourists to Florida were found to have spent
a record $131 billion in the state—an
increase of 5% over 2022—in addition to
$36.9 billion in local, state, and federal tax
revenue. Florida remains the premier travel
destination of the nation and the world.

“Florida can't be beat,” said Governor
Ron DeSantis. “I'm proud of this new record
set for the state. Everyone loves the free state
of Florida.”

“The numbers speak for themselves:
Florida's tourism industry is unmatched.
Thanks to the Governor's leadership, our
state has surpassed expectations year after
year,” said Dana Young, President and
CEO of VISIT FLORIDA. “These
incredible achievements reflect the
dedication of our tourism partners and the
unwavering appeal of Florida as the top
destination in the world.”

Highlights from 2023 datainclude:

- Florida's tourism industry generated
$127.7 billion in economic impact in 2023, a
5% increase over 2022.

- Domestic visitors to Florida spent $116.1
billion, while international visitors
contributed $14.9 billion, providing a $131
billion out-of-state spending stimulus to
Florida's economy.

- For every dollar spent by a visitor, the
Florida economy retained 97 cents, with 58
cents supporting worker salaries and 13
cents collected as state and local taxes.

- Tourism contributed $36.9 billion in local,
state, and federal taxes last year.

Bee’s Knees!

| sold it on
Ocaladsale.com

and you can too!

<+ Marion County’s Internet Marketplace


https://t.e2ma.net/click/01s69o/0dims2r/4c8czpb
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B— FROM THE DESK OF

CONGRESSWOMAN KAT CAMMACK

The Presidential
Inauguration
Approaches
Dear Neighbor,

Florida's Third is
gearing up for the
holiday season and the
next Presidential
Inauguration for
President Trump! If you have any questions
or need help making plans for the big day,
please call our office in Washington D.C.
and ask for assistance. You can reach us at
(202) 225-5744. We look forward to
providing you with the information you
need to plan accordingly.

The National Guard turns 388 years old
today—that's over three centuries of
unyielding service and commitment to
freedom. Thank you to our men and women
who are serving, and have served, in the
National Guard. Your service is critical to
our national defense!

This week in Congress, I voted in favor of
approving the National Defense
Authorization Act for FY25! This bill will
continue to fund our military and support
our interests, both at home and abroad. I
know under the diligent leadership of
President Trump our military will prosper
and effectively handle international affairs
on the world stage.

Next week is the last week the House is in
session before the holidays. We still have so
much work to do and look forward to
keeping you updated.

With all that's happening this Congress, it
is my greatest honor to represent you and
hear from you about the issues that matter
most. You can read below about what we've
been up to this week, and as always, you can
stay up to date with us here, on our website,
and on X, Facebook, Instagram, and

Dunne l[f

YouTube.

The next presidential inauguration is
approaching!

Here’s the latest information you need to
know about the upcoming swearing-in of the
47th President, Donald J. Trump!

The National Guard Turns 388!

Happy birthday to the National Guard!
We're grateful for our Guard members'
dedication to serving and defending our
nation.

Bidding Farewell To Rep. Cathy
McMorris Rodgers

I joined my colleagues on the House Floor
to say farewell to Congresswoman Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, the outgoing
Chairwoman of the Energy & Commerce
Committee, and a model representative for
me and my peers in the House.

After many years of service to this
institution, she leaves behind a legacy of
always doing the right thing, instilling trust,
and working hard to serve her constituents in
Washington State. We will miss her
tremendously and look forward to seeing all
she accomplishes in the future.

Thank you for your service, Rep.
McMorris Rodgers.

Moving Ocala Offices

Starting next week, we're relocating our
Ocala District Office from its current
location at 3301 SW 34th Circle, Suite 402,
Ocala, FL 34474 to a new location
announced soon! Our office contact
information will remain the same (phone
number of 352-421-9052) and you can reach
our team via phone and email in the district
justlike always!

If you'd like to visit an in-person location

o

COFFEE CO

COFFEE-BREAKFAST-LUNEH* CUMMUNITY_
11223 N WILLIAMS ST SUITE A e

in the interim, our office in Gainesville
located at 5550 NW 111th Boulevard,
Gainesville, FL 32653 is open Monday
through Friday from 9am-5pm.

We look forward to sharing the details of
ournew Ocala location soon!

Bring Them Home Now!

On Wednesday, I led a press conference
with my colleagues demanding the return of
the remaining hostages in Gaza. We heard
from Aviva Siegel, who, along with her
husband Keith (an American), was taken by
Hamas on October 7, 2023 from her home.
We also heard from Yarden Gonen whose
sister Romi is still in Hamas captivity.

It's been 441 days since that horrific day
last year and it's time to return the remaining
100 hostages—including seven
Americans—home. We will not stop fighting
to bring them home NOW!

Receiving The NRF's

Hero Of Main Street Award

I was proud to receive the National Retail
Federation's 2024 Hero of Main Street
Award from Caroline Reppert, the Director
ofthe Center for Digital Risk and Innovation
at NRF! I'm always a proud supporter of the
retail industry in Florida's Third and across
the country. Thanks for this honor!

Wreaths Across American In FL-03

On this past Wreaths Across America Day,
dozens of volunteers from across Florida's
Third descended on cemeteries and
hallowed burial grounds for our nation's
heroes. It was inspiring to see so many
paying tribute to the men and women who
sacrificed so much for our nation and
teaching the younger generations about our
military and veterans.

Thank you to everyone who shared part of
their Saturday for this annual tradition.

Save Life on Road

Continued from page 7
[

tire or your own. In fact, the NHTSA tracked
more than 550 fatalities in 2022 from tire-
related accidents. A single semi-truck tire
weighs 500 pounds—certainly not an object
you'd want hitting your car. If your own tire
blows out, your vehicle may end up under
the truck next to you.

“Lingering next to a truck creates a
dangerous situation where you may be
sideswiped by the truck if it swerves or
attempts to change lanes,” explains Gary
Falldin, senior director of industry solutions
at Trimble and the Minnesota Trucking
Association's 2016 Safety Professional of
the Year. “Move at a safe and steady speed
until you're far enough past the truck to
change lanes.”

Tip 4: Stay out of the “no zones.” Due to
their large size and height, trucks have four
significant blind spots around the truck: in
front, behind, and along both sides.

When passing a truck, don't immediately
return into the lane in front of a truck. Make

sure you can see the full truck—from its tires
on the road to the tip of its roof—in your
rear-view mirror first.

Many drivers don't know that the right
side of a truck is more dangerous than the
left. With the steering wheel positioned on
the left, the truck driver has less visibility
over the hood and into the right lane.
Remember to always pass trucks on the left
(aslongasit's safe to do so).

Tip 5: Avoid the back of trucks. One of a
truck's most perilous “no zones” is located
behind the trailer. While it's not smart to
tailgate or zip into gaps behind trucks on the
go, this rule also applies when a truck is
reversing on or off the road. Keep this in
mind when driving and walking through
parking lots or other roads.

“I can't tell you how many times cars have
tried to zip around behind me—it's
extremely dangerous,” says Matt Carter,
Certified Transportation Professional, a
Trimble sales engineering manager who also
works as a hazardous material driver on
weekends. “Just try to avoid the rear of a
semi-truck altogether.”

Learn More

For additional tips, check out the Sharing
the Road Program from Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute. For information on
Trimble, visit

https://transportation.trimble.com.

Ocala Events

First Friday Art Walk
01/03/2025
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Downtown Square
1 SE Broadway St.
Ocala, Florida 34471

Live on the Square
01/04/2025
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Downtown Square
1 SE Broadway St.
Ocala, Florida 34471
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